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SUMMARY: WITH PRIME MINISTER TANAKA'S RESIGNATION A FOREGONE 
CONCLUSION, LDP FACTIONS ARE ENGAGED IN INTENSE DEBATE OVER THEIR 
STRATEGY AND TACTICS IN THE CONTEST TO PICK A SUCCESSOR. THE 
POLITICAL SCHEDULE NOW SHAPING UP CALLS FOR TANAKA'S FORMAL 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELINQUISH THE LDP PRESIDENCY ON 
NOVEMBER 25 OR 26 A SPECIAL CONVENTION TO CHOOSE A NEW PARTY 
LEADER ON DECEMBER 10 OR 1 1, AND THE ELECTION OF A NEW PRIME 
MINISTER AT THE ESTRAORDINARY DIET TO BE CONVENED ON OR ABOUT 
DECEMBER 12. END SUMMARY. 

1. PRIME MINISTER TANAKA'S RESIGNATION. WHILE NOT YET 
FORMALLY ANNOUNCED, IS NOW A DEFINITE MATTER. IT IS UNDER- 
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STOOD IN ALL QUARTERS THAT HE WILL OFFICIALLY NOTIFY THE LDP 
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LEADERSHIP NEXT WEEK ON NOVEMBER 25 OR 26 OF HIS INTENTION 
TO STEP DOWN BECAUSE OF POOR HEALTH AND TO TAKE MORAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR FOR THE POLITICAL CONFUSION CAUSED BY THE 
RECENT UPROAR OVER HIS ALLEGED FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT. THE LDP 
EXECUTIVE IS THEN EXPECTED TO DECIDE WHETHER TANAKA'S SUCCESSOR 
WILL BE CHOSEN BY CONSULTATION AND CONSENSUS AMONG SENIOR 
PARTY LEADERS OR BY A PARTY ELECTION. IF THE LATTER, A SPECIAL 
LDP CONVENTION WILL BE HELD IN TOKYO ON DECEMBER 9 OR 10 TO 
CHOOSE A NEW PARTY PRESIDENT WHO WILL THEN BE ELECTED PRIME 
MINISTER BY THE EXTRAORDINARY DIET WHICH WILL BE CONVENED ON 
OR ABOUT DECEMBER 12. 

2. WITH THE SCENARIO FOR TANAKA'S DEPARTURE ASSUMING CONCRETE 
FORM, THE FOCUS OF POLITICAL ATTENTION IS NOW CENTERED ON THE 
SUCCESSION RACE THAT IS ALREADY UNDER WAY. AT THE PRESENT TIME 
THE MAIN QUESTION BEING DEBATED IS WHAT MWTHOD SHOULD BE USED 
TO CHOOSE THE NEXT PRIME MINISTER. FINANCE MINISTER OHIRA'S 
FACTION WHICH SEES THEIR LEADER AS MOST LIKELLY TO WIN AN ELECTION 
CONTEST IS PUSHING HARD FOR A PARTY ELECTION. WITH 452 VOTING 
DELEGATES DECIDING THE ISSUE AT THE LDP CONVENTION, THE OHIRA 
CAMP BELEIVES IT CAN MUSTER 217 SURE VOTES - JUST TEN SHORT OF 

THE 227 NEEDED FOR VICTORY - SINCE IT CAN COUNT ON ALL OF THE 
TANAKA FACTION'S 90 VOTES AND AT LEAST HALF OF THE VOTES HELD BY 
NEUTRAL FACTION MEMBERS AND PREFECTURAL DELEGATES. 

FUKUDA AND MIKI. ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE COME OUT STRONGLY 
FOR A DECISION BY CONSULTATION AMONG PARTY ELDERS, ARGUING 
THAT (1) OHIRA WOULD BE SEEN AS JUST ANOTHER TANAKA AND WOULD 
FAIL TO CLEAR UP THE PUBLIC DISTRUST OF THE LDP, AND (2) THE 
DIRTY POLITICS THAT ACCOMPANIES A PARTY ELECTION WOULD INTENSIFY 
PUBLIC CRITICSM OF AND DISTASTE FOR THE LDP. FUKUDA 
SUPPORTERS ARE ALSO ARGUING THAT AS RUNNER-UP IN THE LAST 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, HE SHOULD BE CONSDERED THE NATURAL 
SUCCESSOR TO TANAKA. 

3. TNANAKA FACTION DIET MEMBER CHUJI KUNO, CHIEF OF THE LDP DEXCUTIVE 
BUREAU. WHOSE PREDICIONS LAST WEEK PROVED TO BE VERY MUCH ON 

THE MARK (TOKYO 14978). TOLD EMBOFF TODAY THAT HE BELEIVES A PARTY 
CONVENTION AND ELECTION TO BE INEVITABLE, AND THAT FUKUDA IS AWARE OF 
THIS. ACCORDING TO KUNO FUKUDA OPPOSES AN ELECTION BUT IS PREP- 
PARING FOR IT; HE IS TRYING TO AUGMENT HIS STRENGTH AMONG THE 
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UNCOMMITTED DIETMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SO-CALLED NEUTRAL FAC- 
TIONS. BY CAMP8&.8.& - "MR CLEAN" AGAINST TANAKA'S 
BESMIRCHED IMAGE. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELEIVE IT IS STILL TOO EARLY FOR ANY 
MEANINGFUL ANALYSIS OF THE FACTIONAL SITUATION WHICH IS STILL 
VERY MUCH IN FLUX. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT, WHILE HALF EXPECTED, 

TANAKA'S DECISION TO STEP DOWN ACTUALLY CAUGHT THE PARTY SOMEWHAT BY 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

SURPRISE. IN OUR VIEW , THE DECISION NOT TO FIGHT IT OUT 
WITH THE OPPOSITION IN THE DIET AND NOT TO DELAY DECISION ANY 
LONGER THAN NECESSARY WAS MADE ON THE BASIS OF TANAKA'S JDGEMENT 
THAT A GRACEFUL EXIT AT THIS IUNCTURE WAS THE BEST MEANS TO INSURE 
THE CONTINUITY OF HIS POWER AND INFLUENCE IN LDP. HE WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY EXERT HIS STILL CONSIDERABEL POWER TO HELP OHIRA 
WIN THE SUCCESSION AND MAY EVEN LOOK FORWARD TO MAKING A 
PERSONAL COMEBACK SOME TIME IN THE FUTURE. 

HODGSON 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SAM 27000. 
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